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and the Jewish Spaces 
in a Viennese 
Neighbourhood



V E R E I N  C O O B R A

The author  Inge Rowhani-Ennemoser, 
daughter of the last caretaker of 
Herklotzgasse 21,describes the fate of 
the Jewish residents as “the loss of the 
world”



Historic Context:

•  Jewsih center in Vienna’s 15th district (1906 – 1940)

• Location of numerous asscociations, Synagogue 
(Turnergasse), Prayer house "shul” (Storchengasse)

• Destruction of Jewish Life from 1938 onward, 
expropriation, expulsion, deportation

• “Forgotten” in the post-war period



Aims of the project

• Activate rememberance: contemporary witnesses, 
archives, Jewish organizations

• Make Jewish life visible: connect past and present
• social responsibility:  engaging with places of living and 

work
• Never again is now!

Target Groups: 

• the Viennese
• descendants of those expelled
• people with refugee experiences today
• all those engaged with exclusion & the culture of 

remembrance 
• schools, educational programmes



Auf Spurensuche



Exhibition & Video-Installation
at Herklotzgasse 21

2008

Contemporary witnesses and their 
descendants when visiting the exhibition at 
Herklotzgasse 21



The Triangle of my Childhood– a Jewish suburban 
community in Vienna

Michael Kofler, Judith Pühringer, Georg Traska (eds.), 2008, 
Mandelbaum Verlag 

The book accompanying the exhibition tells the story of the 
Jewish community of “Sechshaus” from its beginnings to its 
destruction.

It links historical and archival research with the voices of 
numerous contemporary witnesses and provides detailed 
documentation of the history of the Jewish suburban community 
of “Sechshaus” and the events during the Nazi era.



Stream of Remembrance – Contemporary Witnesses 
Speak

2013, in cooperation with W24 TV 

In this film series, mainly Jewish contemporary witnesses 
recount the “Anschluss,” their personal experiences during the 
war years, the expulsion and annihilation of their relatives, and 
events after the end of the war in Vienna, as well as the first 
years in Palestine and in the newly emerging State of Israel.

> Video

https://www.w24.at/Sendungen-A-Z/Archiv/Strom-der-Erinnerung?video=9632
https://www.w24.at/Sendungen-A-Z/Archiv/Strom-der-Erinnerung?video=34731


Place of rememberance „Turner Temple“ 

2011, Iris Andraschek & Hubert Lobnig / Atelier Auböck + Kárász 
(in cooperation with KÖR, gb*, Bezirksvertretung & citizens) 

The memorial at the site of the destroyed Turner Temple is meant 
to be present for the current residents of the neighborhood and 
for visitors to the city – especially for those expelled of Jewish 
origin and their descendants.

In its historical dimension, it symbolically seeks to reoccupy that 
place which was once the prominent and self-assured center of 
an important Jewish suburban community.



Moshe Jahoda Square

2018, renaming by the Municipal Council Committee 
for Culture, Science, and Sport

Naming of the square after Moshe (Hans) Jahoda (* 
May 11, 1929 in Vienna, † October 19, 2016 in Israel), civil 
servant, diplomat, contemporary witness.

He played a key role in the establishment of the 
memorial at the site of the Turner Temple and was 
one of the central figures in the project surrounding 
Herklotzgasse 21.



Commemoration of the November Pogroms

On the night of November 9 to 10, 1938, acts of violence were carried 
out against Jews: they were murdered, their apartments, prayer 
houses, and cemeteries were stormed and set on fire. The Turner 
Temple was also destroyed that night during the November 
pogroms. Annual commemorative events recall this.
Moshe Jahoda was there that night:
“The day after Kristallnacht I stood almost next to our temple in 
Turnergasse and saw everything burning. (…) None of the adults who 
walked by asked me: ‘Little boy, why are you crying here?’ I would 
have gladly explained it to them, but no one asked.”
Today more than ever, it is up to us to ask, to look, not to turn away. 
Never again is now!



https://youtu.be/-4qZnyYISuc?si=tBxCS0-7uszB-5Gi

Performances 

2023 und 2024, Alexandra Ben-Abba u.a.

With “Broken Pieces” and “More Broken 
Pieces”, Israeli and Austrian artists engaged 
with transgenerational trauma.

The performances were staged at brick 15 in 
Herklotzgasse, and workshops were offered, 
including at the association sprungbrett, a 
girl’s counseling institution.

Further artistic collaborations are planned for 
2026.

> Video 2023                           > Video 2024 

https://youtu.be/-4qZnyYISuc?si=tBxCS0-7uszB-5Gi
https://shorturl.at/fVDNf
https://youtu.be/-4qZnyYISuc?si=tGcoVAEY-W8nmH6-


Redesign of the Audio Guide

At various locations in the district, information 
boards for the audio guide “Places Remember – 
People Tell. The History of a Jewish Suburban 
Community” can be found. They point to the sites 
of Jewish life and its destruction.

In 2024, these boards, which had fallen victim to 
vandalism, were redesigned. The eyewitness 
reports can now be accessed via QR code and 
invite visitors to take a walk.



Commemoration Project Café Palmhof
• Mariahilfer Straße 135, today a supermarket
• Exhibition of the Jewish Museum Vienna
• Café during the day, concert and dance café in the 

evenings
• Performances by international jazz bands
• Weekly live radio broadcasts
• Cultural hot spot
• Antisemitic assaults & attacks
• 1938 “Aryanized”
• Pollak family deported, many of them murdered in 

extermination camps
• 2024: District / KÖR / coobra – announcement of an 

artists’ competition
• Heidi Schatzl is currently implementing a 

commemoration project that will serve as a 
“lighthouse of remembrance” on the newly 
redesigned outer Mariahilfer Straße



Thank you
The association coobra thanks you for your interest!

– and thanks all sponsors, cooperation partners, and 
companions who have supported this project so far. On 
the right, a few of them are shown as examples:

We hope that this commemoration project will contribute 
to resisting forgetting and opposing antisemitism.

Please use the materials and resources, conduct research 
with your students, and together with your neighbors and 
colleagues, engage with the places where you live and 
work.

Let us work together to ensure that the horrors of fascist 
regimes may never return! 

V E R E I N  C O O B R A

H E R K L O T Z G A S S E  2 1 / 3 ,  1 1 5 0  

W I E N

h t t p s : / / h e r k l o t z g a s s e 2 1 . a t



To remember is not to 
forget.
Never again ist now. 
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